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           Gregory P. Kurtz 
Mayor 

City of Independence, Ohio 

                                                       (216) 524-4131         

            

                                

 
 

MAYOR KURTZ’S WEEKLY UPDATE FOR OCTOBER 22, 2021  
 
 

 
LEAF COLLECTION 
 
We are well into leaf collection season, and City 

crews are working hard to pick up piles from 

residential tree lawns. All curbside leaf pickups 

are scheduled to occur on a resident’s regular 

rubbish day, but that’s not always possible.  

  
The Service Department is committed to keeping 
our neighborhood streets clean and safe in 
preparation for winter. If crews could not pick up your leaves on your rubbish day, rest 
assured they will be back the following day.  You do not need to call the Service 
Department.  
 
City crews will continue collecting leaves until December 31. Keep in mind, the leaf 
collection trucks double as snowplow trucks and may need to be converted without notice 
due to snow. 
 
A few other reminders: 
 

 Keep piles on your tree lawn – DO NOT rake leaves into the street. Leaves create a 
potential traffic hazard and, if they wash into catch basins, can cause flooding.  

 
 Do not place leaf piles under trees, around fire hydrants, or mailboxes. 

  
 Remove branches, rocks, dog waste, or any other non-leaf debris from the piles. 

These items will damage the leaf machines and delay the collection process. 
  
After December 31, leaves can be bagged and put out with the regular rubbish. The City 
does not collect leaves in the spring. 
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Snow Removal for Senior Residents 

 

The City offers basic snow removal services for 

residents age 60 and older, people with disabilities, 

and deployed active military persons. Residents must 

meet the qualifications established under codified 

Ordinance 959.01. 

 

Residents can find more information and the terms and conditions of the Senior Snow 

Removal Service in the October Community Spotlight on pages 8-9 or on the City’s website.   

 

The deadline to submit a snow removal application is next Friday, October 29.  

If you have any questions, please call Community Services at 216-524-7373. 

 

 

 

 

COVID-19 Boosters & Flu Shots 

 

Booster shots against COVID-19 are becoming more readily available, 

but there is some confusion surrounding which vaccine people should 

get and who is eligible to get another shot.  

 

Federal health agencies confirmed that mixing or matching any of 

the three approved booster doses (Pfizer, Moderna and J&J) is 

effective.  

 

Anyone who was initially vaccinated with the Pfizer or Moderna shot should get a booster 

at least six months later, and J&J recipients should get a booster at least two 

months after their initial vaccination.  

 

For now, only people over age 65 and people aged 18 to 64 who are at increased risk of 

severe COVID-19 due to underlying health conditions or who live or work in a higher risk 

setting are eligible to get a booster.    

 

Health experts are also urging people to get their flu shot this year. Last year, flu cases 

were down because people wore masks, washed their hands, and social distanced. Many 

restrictions have been lifted a year later, and people have become laxer when it comes to 

masks and social distancing.     

 

https://www.independenceohio.org/departments/community_services/community_resources.php
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One medical professional explained it like this: If you don’t get a flu shot but get infected 

with the flu, that lowers your immune system, putting you at a higher risk for getting 

something else like COVID-19. 

 

 
Early Voting 
 

Every eligible resident who wants to have a say in how our City is run 

and who should help make decisions about local ordinances, policies, 

and budgets that affect all of us should vote on November 2.  

 

 Don’t let the current frustration with national politics deter you from 

getting involved in our election. When you have a City Council, Finance Director, and 

Mayor working in concert, the residents genuinely benefit.  

 

Voting on Election Day can be difficult for many people because of their work schedules, 

childcare issues, or perhaps they are attending school. That’s understandable.  

 

But in Cuyahoga County, registered voters can cast their ballot NOW either in-person at 

the Board of Elections downtown or with a mail-in ballot.  

 

Starting Monday, October 25, and for the next seven days, including the 

weekend of October 30 and 31, people can cast their ballot in person at the 

Board of Elections.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Residents can also pickup up a mail-in ballot application (along with a pre-
addressed envelope) at the Independence Library.  
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Local Company Makes a Four-Year-Old’s Dream Come True 

 

You are never too young to dream big. But, to have a dream come true thanks to the 

kindness of strangers, that’s extraordinary. 

 

Find out how Independence Excavating and Cleveland’s A Special Wish Foundation came 

together to help a 4-year-old boy who was born with a rare congenital heart defect soar to 

new heights in this heartwarming  Fox 8 News story.  

 

 
 
Take A Look!     
 

Striping of the new rubber gym floors in the Elmwood Recreation Building was completed 

this week.  Enjoy!     

  

 
Creepy Cottages  
 
Last weekend, 24 families participated in the Creepy Cottage program that blended basic 

construction and holiday decorating.  Families were each provided with a house on a 

base, a bag of goodies to decorate or build onto their house, frosting, and four tables with 

extra decorations like mini trees, gravestones, banners, ghosts, and vampires.  

  

Each house was unique and incredibly creepy!     

  

 

https://www.aspecialwishcleveland.org/about
https://fox8.com/news/help-them-dream-further-and-bigger-local-business-a-special-wish-makes-4-year-olds-larger-than-life-dream-come-true/
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Finance Director Blaze’s Weekly Report for October 22, 2021 can be 

downloaded here.  

 

 

It was great to see so many familiar faces at today’s Seniors Lunch at the 

Civic Center which included a birthday celebration!     

 

 
 

 

If you know someone who would like to subscribe to Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Updates, 

please ask them to email their name and email address to 

CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org. 

https://cms9.revize.com/revize/independenceoh/departments/finance/finance_report_-_weekly_.php#outer-480
mailto:CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org
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